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Letter from our Minister – Rev Nicola 

Briggs Dear friends  

As we move our way through December, gradually  
opening the doors of our Advent calendars we know  
there is not long to wait. Very soon, we will be  
celebrating that Christ has been born. It is the  
opportunity to sing the final verse of ‘O come all ye  
faithful’:  

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy 

morning; Jesus, to Thee be all glory given;  

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! O 

come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, 

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!  

Now is the time for our final preparations of Advent.  
That will mean something different to each of us.  
Some will be thinking of getting the house decorated,  
the food ordered, the beds ready for guests. Others  
will be thinking of writing cards, organising gifts and  
ensuring no one is forgotten. 
All of these are important things, but we must not  
forget to prepare ourselves spiritually to celebrate  



Christ’s birth. When Mary and Joseph were seeking a  
room in Bethlehem, they were told there was no room  
for them or their baby. We can use the remainder of  
the Advent season to ensure that we are not like the  
guesthouse owners of Bethlehem but instead be sure  
we are ready to welcome the baby into our world and  
into our lives.  

By spiritually clearing space in our lives in the  
remainder of Advent, our hearts can be welcoming,  
and we will be truly ready for Jesus’ presence. Will we  
make the effort to make room for the glory of Jesus  
Christ this Christmas?  

As Issac Watts wrote:  

Joy to the world; the Lord is come;  

Let Earth receive her King;  

Let ev'ry heart prepare him room,  

And heav'n and nature sing…  

I pray that across the Ashbourne One Church Circuit  
and beyond we will be preparing our hearts to once  
again make room in our lives for the Christ-child this  
Christmas. 
Chris and I wish you all a holy Christmas and a peace 



filled New Year.  

 
Milldale  

4 p.m. Christmas Eve in the little chapel on the hill will  
be a service of preparation for the coming of our Lord.  

The service will be candlelit and led by Rev Nicola.  

Tissington  

The Chapel has been decorated for the Christmas  
season – see photos later in this magazine – please  
make an effort to call in and take some time for  
reflection. 
Announcement from the Ashbourne One Church  

Circuit Leadership Team  

We are pleased to announce in this month’s  
Connections magazine that a new Circuit Administrator  
has been appointed. Cath Patterson, a member at  
Ashbourne, was selected following a rigorous  



appointment process. We look forward to Cath joining  
us and bringing her administrative gifts and skills to  
the team. We are sure you will all make her welcome  
in this role. Cath will start work in January, exact date  
to be finalised. Thank you to all those who have  
supported us by your prayers and taken on various  
tasks in recent months.  

Revd Nicola, Gareth, Jacqui, Ken and Peter  

Mince Pies at The Manse  

Thank you to all those who dropped into the manse  
recently for a lovely time of fellowship. We are pleased  
to say that £120 was raised in donations and these will  
be shared between the Scoliosis Support & Research  
and Derby City Mission. Nicola and Chris. 
Church Family News January 2026  

As the new year will soon be upon us, I have found  
myself reflecting on all the things that have happened  
in 2025. Many have been joyful events, others have  
been challenging but rewarding, and some have been  
more difficult to face.   

Now is also the time to look forward to both the  
opportunities and challenges that the new year might  
bring. One of the most significant being our return to  
Church premises in Ashbourne, once the   
redevelopment is complete. There will be lots of new  
ventures too, how exciting!  

Quite a few members of our One Church Circuit are in  
need of prayers. As I write, please remember in your  



prayers Brian H and Diane P, who are both poorly in  
hospital. Also, please continue to pray for those we  
know who are ill, anxious about test results, 
undergoing or waiting for treatment and those who are  
facing difficult and trying times. These include Vera B,  
Gwen & Dennis F, Margaret He, Ruth L, Kay O and  
Elizabeth S.  

Sadly, we lost two members of our church family just  
before Christmas. We pray for Sue L and her family,  
following the sudden death of Rev David on 3  
December. Also, for the family of Beryl P, who passed  
away on 7 December, just days before her 99th 

birthday.  

Since the last edition of Connections, Sue & Ken M  
have moved to be nearer to their family. We hope they  
have settled into their new home in Nottinghamshire.  
We also pray for those who are selling their homes and  
hoping to move in the near future. We wish them all  
the best with their moves.  

Wendy Haslam (Pastoral Secretary) 14.12.25  

“Because of the LORD’s great love we are not  
consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are  
new every morning; great is your faithfulness”.  
Lamentations 3:22-23  

Are you new(ish) to Ashbourne Methodist Church?  

It has been wonderful to welcome many new people 
to  our church in recent months. If you are new(ish), 
you  are invited to join us to a welcome event for a 
chance to  share a meal, meet other new people, and 



hear a bit  more about our church’s vision.  

Sunday 11th January, lunchtime. Please RSVP to 
Stuart  Green, with any dietary requirements: 01335 
300338 or  stuart@birchlodge.uk  

Recognition of Local Preachers  

At our service on 9th November, we recognised three  
Local Preachers who have each served in that role for 
50  years.   
Cathy Stubbs, Derek Horsman, and Allan Shaw were  
accredited as Local Preachers in 1975 and have 
preached  in many churches over the years, sharing 
God's good  
news with thousands of people. Derek has shared 
his  story of his journey to becoming a Local 
Preacher. Cath Patterson  

MY JOURNEY TO LOCAL PREACHING  

First of all, I have to say that from my teenage years, I  
was totally opposed to religion. This was because of 



the  fact that my father was a Jehovah’s Witness, while 
my  mother had no interest whatever in the ‘belief’. 
This led  to frequent disagreements and arguments, 
due to the  excessive amounts of his spare time he 
devoted to it –  
Sunday mornings on the door-to-door work, three  
evening meetings a week (Sundays, Tuesdays and  
Thursdays) and sometimes Saturday afternoons  
distributing the ‘Watchtower’ magazines in the town  
where we lived.  

Observing this state of affairs turned me off me off  
‘religion’ in general, but following my marriage to Jean  
in 1954, whose father’s family were active Methodists,  
I experienced a different side of religious activity and  
experience, which I found very attractive and  
meaningful.  

Then, in the early 1960s, our two children were born  
and were baptised in Methodist chapels, and again I  
experienced the caring aspect of Christianity. 
When the children were still young, Jean began  
attending the evening service of the local Methodist  
chapel in Whitwick, while I did the babysitting. Then in  
1966/67 a new Methodist Church, serving an 
expanding  house-building area, opened, with a new, 
young  probationer minister (Rev Trevor Lockwood). 
Rev  Lockwood visited us and led house groups which I 
was  asked to attend to discuss faith and ask questions  
which, eventually led to me attending morning and  
evening services.  

I cannot recall any moment of sudden ‘conversion’ - 



rather a gradual realisation of the truth and meaning of  
Christianity and the central place of Jesus, so that in  
1968 I became a member of the church and  
subsequently volunteered as a Sunday School teacher.  

Eventually, my activities and involvement became  
known to the Circuit Superintendent, who asked me to  
consider the call to preach. This led to preaching and  
worship studies, culminating in 1975 to being  
accredited as a Local Preacher in the Coalville Circuit.  

From that time, I preached regularly across the circuit  
and eventually in the combined Coalville and Ashby  
Circuit, including the period when the Rev Harry Jones  
moved from Ashbourne to Ashby. I also served for a  
number of years as Circuit Local Preachers Tutor, a  
privilege in which I learned a great deal about the  
variety of experiences that fellow preachers had in 
their  own journeys.   

However, problems with my mobility intervened, and I  
found standing unaided difficult, and reluctantly and  
regrettably I had to cease my preaching commitments  
about 15 years ago. However, I will be ever grateful for  
the encouragement and support that I have received  
from ministers, current leaders, connexional local  
preacher officers and, not least, the Methodist people,  
to whom I have had the privilege to lead in worship of  
our almighty and wonderful heavenly Father and of his  
son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  

To Him be the glory  

Derek Horsman November 2025   



Christmas Thank You’s  

Dear Auntie  

Oh , what a nice jumper  

I’ve always adored powder blue  

And fancy you thinking of  

Orange and pink  

For the stripes  

How clever of you!  

Dear Uncle  

The soap is  

Terrific  

So  

Useful 
And such a kind thought and   

And how did you guess that  

I’d just used the last of  

The soap last Christmas brought  

Dear Gran  



Many thanks for the hankies  

Now I really can’t wait for the flue  

And the daisies embroidered  

In red round the ‘M’  

For Michael  

How thoughtful of you  

Dear Cousin  

What socks1  

And the same sort you wear  

So you must be   

The last word in stgyle  

And I’m certain your right that the luminous 

green Will make me stand out a mile.  

Dear Sister 
I quite understand your concern  

It’s a risk sending jam in the post  

But I think I’ve pulled out  

All the big bits of   

Of glass  



So it won’t taste to sharp   

Spread on toast  

Dear Grandad  

Don’t fret  

I’m delighted  

So don’t think your gift will offend  

I’m not at all hurt  

That you gave up this year  

And just sent me  

A fiver  

To spend  

Mick Gower from The Oxford Book of Christmas Poems  

FUNDING STATUS UPDATE – 1ST DECEMBER 2025  

We thank you for your continued valuable  
contributions and prayers towards the Link fundraising  
project. It is an on-going challenge, but we strive, with  
God’s help, to achieve our target. 
We continue to research grant opportunities and are  
seeking a professional fundraiser, at minimum or no  
cost, to enquire whether we have missed any  
opportunities.  

Some significant financial contributions have been  
made over the last month from church members, and  



there have been a number of donations from external  
sources.  

We have now secured over £1.4m against our Matched  
Funding target of £2.1m. We continue to work hard to  
reduce the amount we have to borrow from our MCA  
loan facility. The need to draw down the loan will  
depend on HMRC’s response to our VAT submission. It  
is hoped that we won’t need to access the loan facility  
until spring 2026.  

We continue to welcome donations as was presented  
at Rev. Nicola’s Legacy service in August.   
Thank you again for all your support and prayers.   

Do get in touch with any of the Link team if you would  
like further information.  

Match Funding Status as of 1st December 2025 

Description  Amount 

TARGET  £2,178,537 

Total forecast fundraising   
achievement  
- Total secured funds and   
committed giving - £1,434,540 
- Current future forecast grants  

and fundraising - £50,000 

£1,484,540 

 
 

  



Forecast funding shortfall – 
currently to be covered by 
MCA  Loan/drawdown 

 £693,997 

 
 
See the latest Link website –  
www.ashbournelink.org.uk  

Tony Walker and Jonathan Webb, Link Fundraising  
Team  

Lent Readings Booklet 2026  

Each Lent many of us follow books of Lent readings 
for  daily devotions.   

In 2026 we’re hoping to have our own booklet of  
readings with reflections from members of the 
One  Church Circuit  

Our aim is to ask individuals or even groups to reflect 
on  one of forty short readings (we’ll allocate 
readings) and  to write just a few paragraphs with 
thoughts inspired by  the reading. And if you’d like to 
add a line or two of  prayer then that would be lovely.  

Scripture isn’t just for ‘other people’ to think and 
write  about – it belongs to all of us! This is a chance 
for us to  hear one another’s voices and to explore 
the breadth of  faith and insight that we have 
between us.  

Thank you to everyone who has signed up already.  

If you’d like to take part please contact Stuart Green, Wendy 
Haslam  or Fiona Green. 



MR RAY JONES ~ A TRIBUTE.  
It was with sadness that I heard of the passing of Mr  
Ray Jones recently, and could not let the occasion pass  
without a small tribute.   
I have to admit that my knowledge of Ray was from 
the  brief meetings at the Parish and Methodist 
Churches in  Brailsford, and, from the occasional 
meetings with him  when assisting Enid at some 
funerals that were held at  Ashbourne Methodist 
Church. So, my thoughts are  entirely based on those 
time of meeting him. Others  may have a different 
view, but that's for them to say.  
My mind went back to those short meetings, and how  
superbly those times of sadness went so well led by  
Ray and his colleagues, who cared for those of our  
friends who had passed on, and, especially in the love  
and care that we found in the passing of Ann's parents  
Geoffrey and Jessica. Those times are long ago, but we  
remember, even today, that we found "care" was at the  
heart of his ethos to those that we loved.  
I had heard recently that he was known for being good  
at the local pantomime as a "Dame", and I am sad to  
say, I never had the chance to see him in that role, 
but,  I am sure that too would have been done with the  
professionalism that Ray did everything.  
I was sad to hear that the latter part of his life was not  
a good one, for him and for his family. I believe he was  
not the man his family or friends knew, as that terrible  
disease took hold of his mind and of his life.  
I will not dwell on those latter days, but, instead,  
remember the good times. I will remember with joy,  
our meetings, and his friendly greeting, his care and  
his love and that is the memory of Ray that I will 
cherish  as long as I live.  

Tom Parkinson  

OPEN THE BOOK 



It was lovely to invite Margaret and David to join the  
team for coffee after the Nativity story at Ilam School. 
It  also gave us the opportunity to present Margaret 
with a  ‘Thank You’ certificate from Open the Book for 
leading  our team for eighteen years and for the team 
to  acknowledge the commitment and contribution she 
has  given to liaising with schools, planning 
presentations and  costume making. It is a well 
deserved recognition of all  that she has given in 
guiding and supporting the team  over the years.  

Joy Watts  

 
Margaret Heaton Receiving her certificate of  
Appreciation from Open the Book 



 
Tissington at Christmas  

Magpie Mill near Bakewell taken by Mark Eden 



 
Brassington Snow by Mark Eden who also took the  
front cover  

ROUND THE BACK  

The extended Open the Book team were busy from 26  
November until 3 December, going ‘on tour’ visiting  
local schools with this year’s nativity play, ‘Round the  
Back’  

It is the story of a grumpy innkeeper who gets no  
sleep on Christmas night because lots of visitors keep  
waking him up asking for somewhere to stay. They all  
end up in the stable worshipping the baby king and  
the birth of Jesus changes the innkeeper’s life forever.  

It has been a privilege to visit 12 schools and present  
the gospel to 283 children. The staff were very  
appreciative of our time and efforts and feedback has  
been really positive. One school said the children loved  
watching the innkeeper, seeing the baby and singing  



the songs. Another wrote: “ I just wanted to say thanks  
again to you and your wonderful team for this morning. The  
children (and adults!) all really enjoyed it. We really appreciate 
all  the hard work and preparation that must have gone into 
getting  everything ready. It was a lovely way to teach the 
children about  the Christmas story! “   

 

 
Many thanks to the Open the Book team and their  
advent helpers: Joy Watts,  Sue Ffoulkes, Mary Hellyer, 
Tricia Barclay, Rosemary  Webb, Ruth Mallard, Tim 
Dutton, Susan McKeown,  Judith Starkie, Helen Barker, 
Val Rutledge, Enid  Stubbs, David Popham, Helen 
Walker, Sally Lewis,  Clare Sales and Nicola Briggs. 
REV DAVID GEORGE HARVEY LEESE  



Born Sept 1949 Reborn in Christ Jan 1972 In Glory  
Dec 2025 David wrote these words ages ago,  
completed by myself as I write, 14th December 2025.  
To say he ‘lived life to the full’ is a massive  
understatement. He had only one speed - FAST. If  
anything needed doing - he did it straightaway.  

He often said that he’d had two careers, both of which  
he absolutely loved; 30 years of management in acute  
hospitals, and 21 years as a stationed Methodist  
Minister. From 1995-2000 he did both roles, serving as  
a Minister in Local Appointment in the Bourne circuit,  
Lincolnshire. David was first and foremost a preacher  
of the Gospel. He always began services by saying  
that it was a pleasure to be in that particular place of  
worship and his privilege, as always, to preach the  
word of life / the gospel of Christ. One of his closest  
ministerial colleagues wrote this week that he was ‘a  
spirit filled communicator and true servant as one of  
Mr Wesley’s preachers.’ The congregation at Nether  
Heage Methodist chapel, where he most recently led  
worship on Sunday 5th October, remember him for his  
‘props and energetic performance.’ 
He was also passionate about pastoral care, firm in  

the belief that it was the duty of every Methodist  
minister to visit each member in their care at least  
once every year - which he did - as well as supporting  
anyone anywhere who needed him whenever or  
wherever that may have been.   

Even here in retirement! In these, he leaves two  
amazing legacies. He was committed to being one of  



the musicians or the preacher at Brailsford Methodist  
chapel services, and united services with the Brailsford  
Benefice. Other Sundays he was out and about  
preaching in all the surrounding circuits. He rued the  
demise of Methodist evening services and the singing  
of the wonderful evening hymns in the Methodist  
Hymn Book, so I quote from one of his favourites,  

‘And whene’er in death I slumber Let me rise With the  
wise, Counted in their number’ [John Lannick 1718- 
1755 MHB 947]  

David’s sudden, unexpected death has left me  
brokenhearted. I have lost my best friend, my  
soulmate, and the most wonderful husband anyone  
could wish for. We were not merely a couple, we were  
a team, always supporting each other in whatever we  
did, both together or separately. He is survived by our  
three wonderful children and four beautiful  
grandchildren who are being absolutely amazing in all  
they are doing with and for me at the present time.   

My home is like a florist’s shop. I have had to borrow  
vases and there are countless cards, letters, and  
emails - all touching and appropriate. I thank you from  
the bottom of my heart for everything you have done  
to care for me since David was called home on  
Wednesday 3rd December. Please don’t cross the road  
away from me, or feel wary of speaking David’s name.  
You may have a memory of which I am unaware and  
would love to hear.   

I am firm in my faith that he has gone to be with his  
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ whom he has faithfully  



served all his life.  

I will close with lines from a traditional Methodist  
hymn and a modern worship song.  

‘Tis Jesus the first and the last, Whose Spirit will  
guide us safe home; We’ll praise Him for all that is  
past And trust Him for all that’s to come.’ [Joseph Hart  
1712-1768, MHB 69]  

‘There is a hope that stands the test of time, That lifts  
his eyes beyond the beckoning grave, To see the  
matchless beauty of a day divine When I behold his  
face! When sufferings cease and sorrows die And  
every longing satisfied. Then joy unspeakable will flood 
my soul For I am truly home.’ [Stuart Townend  2008]   

Yours in Christ   

Sue Leese 
ShareGift – A pleasant surprise  

Looking through my financial accounts recently I 
noticed  that I still held some shares that I had 
forgotten about.  They were worth just over £500 and 
since they were  held through a third party selling 
them would prove  expensive. So, I approached 
ShareGift, an organisation  that would sell the shares 
for me and donate the  proceeds to charity. If the 
proceeds were more than  £500 then I could nominate 
the charity and I duly  nominated our church 
development account.  

Then came the pleasant surprise. Apparently, some  
people do not nominate a charity and if the proceeds 



are  less than £500 you cannot. This all provides 
ShareGift  with a fund which they use to boost their 
nominated  donations. Our development fund received 
not £500 but  £2,500!!  

ShareGift can be contacted through their   
website www.sharegift.org  

Anon 
Thank you for your support for people affected by leprosy  

Thank you for everyone’s orders from The Leprosy Mission Shop. 
We  receive commission on all sales, which goes to The Link 
Project. This  Christmas, we raised £138.84 for The Link Project. 
People also made   
donations to The Leprosy Mission totalling £51.77. Over the years, 
this  means we have raised £1473.43 for The Link Project and 
£681.46 for  The Leprosy Mission.  

Stuart Green  

• 

 



Swanwick Residential Weekend : 10th  

to 12th April 2026   

at The Hayes, Swanwick, Derbyshire  

DE55 1AT   

“Where Power meets 
Purpose: Small Acts 

that Change the World” 

with Carolyn Godfrey   
Carolyn Godfrey has been the Regional Officer for 

Safeguarding for both the Darlington and 
Newcastle Districts since early 2015. Before this 

she worked in  
education and has a background in pastoral care and 

special needs, mostly focused in the primary sector. She 
feels strongly that a good safeguarding culture is central 
to our calling to be a growing, inclusive, evangelistic and 

justice seeking church. 
Carolyn served as the Vice President of the 

Methodist Conference 2024-2025.  

Come & join us for a weekend of Faith,  

Fellowship & Fun   

Worship & Workshops, Women  



Working & Wondering   

Booking opens 5
th

 January  

2026 on our  website 

www.mwib.org.uk  

Conference cost: £210  

Book by 2
nd 

February with £100  

deposit only  

Balance due by 20
th 

March  

A limited number of Bursaries are  

available  

Bursary applications must be  

submitted before 3
rd 

March Contact:  

Swanwick.mwib26@gmail.com   

Conference will also be on  

zoom – book online 
The Cornerstone Café – Beth’s Kitchen  

We’re back!  

At the end of November we once again moved the  
Cornerstone Coffee House in two days! We’re really  



grateful to all those who helped us, in so many ways, 
we  couldn’t have done it without you! Thank you!  

We have been straight into Christmas with the Lantern  
Parade and Supper Club in our first two weeks. It is 
great  to see so many people in Cornerstone enjoying 
the new  environment.  

We have offered a bit of calm each week, working 
with  the experiences of those who have visited Iona 
over the  last couple of years, and Christmas Calm 
has been  welcomed by those who attended.  

Our evening of Christmas carols was great - it’s so 
good  to sing carols in this informal environment. 
Thanks to  Jonathan and Tim for leading us.  

Finally a reminder that we close at 2pm on 
Christmas  Eve and reopen at 8.30am on New 
Year’s Eve.  

Thanks to all those who have supported us 
throughout  the year, in our various locations. We 
wish you all a  peaceful Christmas and new year.  

Beth & Paul 

 
Over the coming weeks, you’ll begin to see the logo  
for The Link Centre & Gateway Lodge being  



used more and more. The logo was developed  
earlier this year by a professional design   
agency and was agreed by Church Council.   

The inspiration for the logo comes from a  window 
on the church building. The window is  on the 
side of the building facing Station Road  and has 
two circles within another circle. Had you  noticed 
this window before?  

The logo itself shows overlapping circles, to suggest  
the ‘links’ between people that will happen in The Link  
Centre & Gateway Lodge.  

You may see a different meaning in it? Some people  
think it looks a bit like a Venn Diagram (as a Christian  
mathematician from Hull, Stuart thinks that John Venn  
was a good guy!). Again, the concept of a Venn  
diagram is about how different groups overlap, which  
speaks of how different people will meet and interact  
within The Link Centre.  

As well as developing the logo, the design agency  
provided us guidance on colours and styles for our  
fliers and websites.  

The websites for The Link Centre & Gateway Lodge are  
now up & running, although we are still checking for  
any typing errors, so please let us know if you spot  
anything. Both of these websites, and the church  
website, use the new design style:  

www.ashbournelink.org.uk and   
www.ashbournegateway.org.uk  



Following on from the design work for The Link Centre,  
we are currently looking at options for a new logo for  
Ashbourne Methodist Church. We will be seeking  
feedback in early January from people who worship in  
Ashbourne and also from members of the public, as  
it’s important that this logo works for outsiders  
(perhaps even more than for insiders). Look out for  
information in the New Year.  

Stuart Green (Hub Marketing Team & Ashbourne  
Publicity Officer), Crispin Scott (Hub Marketing  
Team), Joy Mallard (Hub Marketing Team)  

To the despised and rejected Jesus Said – Follow  
Me  

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man named  
Matthew sitting at his Tax Collector’s booth. ‘Follow me  
and be my disciple’ Jesus said to him. So Matthew got  
up and followed him.  

Later, Matthew invited Jesus and his disciples to his  
home as dinner guests, along with many tax collectors  
and other disreputable sinners. But when the  
Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, ‘Why does  
your teacher eat with such scum?’  

When Jesus heard this, he said, ‘Healthy people do not  



need a doctor – sick people do’. Then he added, ‘Now  
go and learn the meaning of Scripture; I want you to  
show mercy, not offer sacrifices. For I have come to  
call not those who think they are righteous, but those  
than know they are sinners.’  

Matthew 9;9-13  

Twelfth Night  

Our Candles, lit, re lit, have gone down now: 

There were the dry twigs tipped with buds of 

fire, But red and white have twisted into air,  

The little shadow stills it to and fro.  

We draw familiar faces from the wall  

But all is part of dismantling dark  

Which works upon the heart that must not 

bfreak, Upon the carried thing that must not fall.  

Needles are shivered from the golden 

bough. Our leaves and paper nothings are 

decayed 

And all amazement of the Phoenix breed  



Are cupboarded in dust, dull row on row.  

While branchwork set upon a whitened 

ground Climbs out into a vortex of wild flame,  

The substance of this deep Midwinter 

dream; A scale of ash upon a frozen wind.  

Our Candles, lit, re lit, have gone down 

now; Only the tears, the veils, the hanging 

tree  

Whose burning gauze thins out across the sky, 

Whose brightness dies to image. And the 

snow.  

Peter Scupham – Oxford Book of Christmas Poems.  

Connections for February  

10th January 2026 by teatime please and submit by  
email to clifflewer@aol.com or by hand (this may seem  



early but we have a 5 day Sundays month) 
Dates for the Diary – Services  

Sunday 21st December Advent 4  
Ashbourne 10.30 Diana Whitmill and Stuart Green 

Altogether Worship  

18.30 Paul Taylor Praise Carol Service in  
St Oswald’s Church Hall  

Brailsford 10.30 Revd Nicola Briggs Holy  
Communion  

Tuesday 23rd December  
Brailsford 19.00 Revd Nicola Briggs Christmas  

Memorial Service  

Wednesday 24th December Christmas Eve 

Milldale 16.00 Revd Nicola Briggs Carol Service  

Brailsford 23.15 Revd’s Bex Allpress and Nicola  
Briggs  

United Holy Communion at All   
Saints  

Thursday 25th December Christmas Day 
Ashbourne 10.00 Revd Nicola Briggs Altogether  

Worship  

Sunday 28th December  
Ashbourne 10.30 Revd Nicola Briggs and Cathy  

Stubbs Altogether Worship 
Sunday 4th January Epiphany Ashbourne 

10.30 Lorraine Hawkins and Gareth  Rutledge  
Catherine and Stuart Green  



16.30 Cathy Stubbs  
Afternoon Tea at St Oswalds  

Brailsford 10.30 Revd Nicola Briggs Altogether  
Worship  

Parwich 14.30 Revd Nicola Briggs Covenant  

Sunday 11th January  
Ashbourne 10.30 Revd Nicola Briggs and Jonathan  

Webb Covenant  
Paul Taylor and Anne Payne  

Kniveton 14.30 Tom Parkinson  

Muddy 10.00 Roston area  

Sunday 18th January Week of Prayer for  
Christian Unity  
Ashbourne 10.30 Vanessa Venables and Stuart Green 

Catherine Green and Amanda 
Peers  

18.30 Revd John Hellyer Praise  

Brailsford 10.30 Revd John Hellyer Covenant 

Tissington 10.30 Ruth Barratt 

Dates for the Diary – Events and Meetings  

Wednesday 14th January 19.30 Ashbourne Churches  
Together Meeting at  

Ian’s house, Windmill Lane  

Friday 16th January 14.00 Outreach Forum at  
Jacqui’s house, Windmill Lane  



Tuesday 20th January 19.30 Resources Forum Sub  
Team at The Manse  

Thursday 22nd January Time tbc Week of Prayer  for 
Christian Unity   

Prayer Meeting and Lunch  
St Oswald’s Hall  

Thursday 22nd January 19.00 Worship Forum at  
Brailsford 



Rev David Leese 


